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Prerequisites

None

Upon completion
Every participant receives a 
University of Sydney certificate 
of completion. 

Course duration
1 session, 8 hours total

Time
9am - 5pm

Format
Face-to-face
or
Online in real-time 

Dates
Browse available 
course dates

Companies and people spend huge amounts of time creating and then trying to share data. Being 
able to tell a story around your data is an important skill, providing insights and informing better 
decision-making.

In this course, you will learn about the seven principles of data visualisation and storytelling. This 
course is software agnostic, meaning that you can apply these techniques to data from any analytics 
tool. Then, whatever software you use to tell your story can be told more simply, understood more 
easily and used to greater effect.

As part of the course, please bring your own examples. This course is about design thinking and is 
not reliant on any pre-course knowledge, exposure to specialist data tools or programming language.
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Intended audience

Anyone who looks at or prepares packs of 
information or presentations

https://cce.sydney.edu.au/course/DVST
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Outcomes
By the end of this course, you should be able to:
− recount the seven principles of data visualisation
− apply the seven principles to a number of different settings
− practice the principles in a class environment
− look at any presentation of information or data, and interpret the common language to 

be able to critique and think about it.

Content

Aims
The course aims to work through and teach seven principles of data visualisation. We will 
then workshop your own examples and put your learning into practice.

Page 2

In this course, you will learn the seven principles of data visualisation:
− Trigger rapid processing
− Maximising data-ink ratio
− Providing focus
− Facilitating comparisons
− Maximising content
− Removing ambiguity
− Storytelling without deception

Delivery style
− Mixed lecture style including Q&A, class discussion and example practice
− End of day activity where you can apply the learning to improve the impact on your 

own presentations

In the normal course structure, we will:
1. explain the benefits of visualisation
2. provide you with a common language/vocabulary to discuss visualisation within your 

team
3. work through planned examples; and finally
4. apply the learnings in a facilitated free form sharing session. This is where you can 

work on your organisations visualisations and the facilitator can try to assist you.

Parts 1-3 will take anywhere between 3.5-4.5 hours and Part 4 is a free form session.

Before the course
This course is about design thinking and is not reliant on any pre-course knowledge or 
exposure to specialist data tools or programming language. As such, you don’t need to 
bring a laptop. However please bring along examples of your own data, e.g., reports that 
your organisation’s leadership team uses. If any information is commercially sensitive, 
dummy numbers can be used and/or identifying information removed.

.
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Organisational training and development
This course can be delivered as a private session for groups, and tailored
to meet the needs of your business. Contact us to discuss our range of organisational 
training solutions. 

Learn more

“James is an excellent and engaging instructor whose teaching 
approach is memorable and effective. I really feel that I’ve learnt a lot 
from this course and I am excited to apply the principles of data 
visualisation in my work.”

Sylvia Lee

https://cce.sydney.edu.au/corporate-training
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Follow us
       @ccesydney
       @centreforcontinuingeducation

       ccesydney

For more information
Centre for Continuing Education
+61 2 7255 1577
info@cce.sydney.edu.au
cce.sydney.edu.au

We recognise and pay respect to the 
Elders and communities – past, present, 
and emerging – of the lands that the 
University of Sydney's campuses stand 
on. For thousands of years they have 
shared and exchanged knowledges 
across innumerable generations for the 
benefit of all.

Empower ambition, 
inspire leadership

mailto:info@cce.sydney.edu.au
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