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Prerequisites

None

Upon completion
Every participant receives a 
University of Sydney statement 
of completion. 

Course duration
1 session, 8 hours total

Time
9:30am – 5:30pm

Format
Face-to-face 
or
Online in real-time

Dates
Browse available 
course dates

Writing grant applications is an essential competency for many individuals, businesses and 
community organisations in Australia today. This course will help you and your organisation to 
become ‘grant ready’, giving you the tools you need to confidently plan, prepare, write and submit a 
compelling grant application or funding proposal.

The first part of the course will focus on strategic preparation. We will put theory into practice, 
exploring the essential building blocks of grant writing and applying them to your project. This stage 
will provide invaluable guidance on identifying funding opportunities, and planning and preparing your 
submission.

Excellence in execution drives the second part of the course. We will delve into the aims and 
objectives of funding bodies, to ensure your project is in alignment and can be considered a viable 
investment. You will learn how to respond to evaluation criteria effectively and present your 
application in a professional way.
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Intended audience
This is a practical, hands-on course which will 
appeal to individuals preparing to write their first 
grant or more experienced grant writers looking to 
enhance their skillset. The course is designed for a 
wide range of participants including sole traders, 
entrepreneurs, university researchers, novice grant 
writers, fundraising and development managers and 
CEOs, working in non-profit, education, charity and 
community sectors. The content will encompass a 
range of sectors including arts, education, health, 
science and technology, sports and social services.

https://cce.sydney.edu.au/course/WWGR
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Outcomes
By the end of this course, you should be able to:

− describe and understand the essential elements of the grant writing process

− discuss philanthropic and funding principles in the public and private sectors

− understand the aims, objectives and priorities of different funding bodies

− discern the different tiers of government grants including local, state and federal

− understand how different types of grants apply to individuals, organisations or projects.

− understand the competitive nature of grants

− understand how to apply for government, philanthropic, trust and foundation grants

− explain how and where to search for grants and find suitable funding opportunities.

Aims
This course aims to:

− equip you/your organisation with the knowledge, skills and tools to get ‘grant ready’

− help you/your organisation understand what drives funding body decisions

− provide you/your organisation with a robust strategy to plan, prepare and write a 
compelling grant application

− empower you to feel confident writing high-quality grant applications and place you in the 
best position for success.
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Content

Session 1: Strategic preparation

At the outset, it’s important to remember that grants are not a financial handout. Rather, they 
are an investment opportunity for both grant recipient and funding body. Therefore, it’s 
essential to demonstrate value for money, return on investment (ROI), or other beneficial 
outcomes – for you/your organisation, your community, and the funding body. We will cover 
the following topics:

− introduction to the grant writing process

− get ‘grant ready’ by ensuring you have the right organisational structures and processes 
in place

− develop an ‘investment mindset’, and identify which projects offer an ROI or other specific 
beneficial outcomes

− identify where to find grant opportunities, and how to assess you/your organisation’s 
eligibility

− plan a timeline with achievable milestones

− address and respond to evaluation criteria with appropriate supporting information.

Session 2: Excellence in execution

Here, we focus on the finer details of writing a compelling funding proposal. We consider 
strategies to concisely address the evaluation criteria, and ensure you have everything you 
need to submit a successful grant application. We’ll cover:

− aims and objectives of funding bodies, the priorities of program funding grants, and what 
they mean for you/your organisation

− avoiding jargon, using keywords and incorporating ‘buzz words’ to boost your 
application’s success

− how to write compelling responses to the evaluation criteria

− how to develop and complete an application check list

− how to ensure your application is submitted on time.

This course will empower participants using the following framework:

Strategic preparation + excellence in execution = a compelling grant proposal

The course has two vital components:
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Delivery style
This grant writing course is an interactive 
workshop which includes presenter 
training, in-class exercises, class 
discussion and Q&A session.

Materials
All course materials are provided 
electronically.
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“The course, its content, and its facilitator were excellent and thoroughly 
covered the areas of grant applications required to be successful in 
acquiring funding.”
Jake Thompson

Organisational training and development
This course can be delivered as a private session for groups, and tailored
to meet the needs of your business. Contact us to discuss our range of organisational 
training solutions. 

Learn more

“All of the concepts were explained thoroughly and aligned to my 
expectations for the course. This session is super helpful for anyone 
who is looking to better understand how to appropriately tackle the 
challenge of putting together a compelling grant application, in easy to 
digest stages. I feel much more confident in my abilities as a result of 
today.”

Georgia Bice

“Great explanations, has given me the confidence to submit grant applications 
and give it a go! Very well presented and kept the day interesting.”
Katelyn Lavars

https://cce.sydney.edu.au/corporate-training
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Follow us
       @ccesydney
       @centreforcontinuingeducation

       ccesydney

For more information
Centre for Continuing Education
+61 2 7255 1577
info@cce.sydney.edu.au
cce.sydney.edu.au

We recognise and pay respect to the 
Elders and communities – past, present, 
and emerging – of the lands that the 
University of Sydney's campuses stand 
on. For thousands of years they have 
shared and exchanged knowledges 
across innumerable generations for the 
benefit of all.

Empower ambition, 
inspire leadership

mailto:info@cce.sydney.edu.au
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